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The Fulbright Ph.D. Dissertation Research (Ph.D.) program provides candidates nominated by
126 eligible Chinese higher education institutions with an opportunity to conduct dissertation
research in the United States for one academic year in the field of American Studies, broadly
defined. Up to 20 awards are typically offered in this category every year. Upon their return,
Ph.D. Program grantees improve the understanding of the United States in China in two ways.
First, they publish their research results. Second, they either expand faculty expertise within
American Studies programs at Chinese institutions or contribute to better understanding and
cross-cultural exchange through their professional efforts, both done at the post-doctoral
level.
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Candidates are required to have completed the first year of their Ph.D. program, in China,
studying disciplines in the Social Sciences and Humanities. Dissertation topics need to have an
extensive American Studies component. Candidates should also present a detailed and focused
proposal that shows clearly why a year of dissertation related research in the United States is
necessary, what contribution their proposed research will make to their field, and how it will
benefit the applicant’s academic and professional development.

"Every professor that | visited... happily accepted my requests to
meet up and spent a lot of time talking with me, which led to long-
term correspondences afterward. The Fulbright program gave me a
way to closely experience American life and a chance to understand
American culture."

Zhu Wang 2007-2008 Ph.D. Dissertation Research Alum
Sichuan University
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